
Intellectual Property Teaching Kit 

IP Search Tools 

 
 



Why search? 

 To find out what others are doing 

 

 New "ideas" 

 

 Freedom to operate 

 

 Enforcement 
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ESPACENET 
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Espacenet: the original idea 

 European/worldwide patent information on the internet 

 

 Showcase for all participating national patent offices 

 

 Own-language interface 

 

 For intelligent non-experts 

 

 User-friendly 

 

 Raises awareness 

 

 Does not replace professional services 
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Who are the potential users? 

 Scientists 

 

 Engineers 

 

 Lawyers 

 

 Economists/business administrators 

 

 Historians  
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The structure of patent documents 

 Front page 

 Bibliographic data 

 Title 

 Abstract 

 Description 

 Drawings 

 Claims 

 Search report 
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The front page 
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The description 
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The drawings 
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The claims 
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The search report 
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"Cited documents" view......... 

...corresponds to documents 

cited in the search report, 

found in the "Original 

document" view 



Legal status: validity 
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Legal status 
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Legal status: procedural 
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Commercial relevance: technological impact (I) 
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Commercial relevance: technological impact (II) 

248 (2010) 

 

839 (May 2012) 

 

980 (Nov 2012) 

 

1 269 (Oct 2014)  

 

1 329 (May 2015) 
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Commercial relevance: movers and shakers 
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Advanced search 
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CPC classification search 

Keywords or classes 
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CPC classification search by keywords (I) 
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CPC classification search by keywords (II) 
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CPC classification search: use classification in search 
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CPC classification search by symbol (I) 
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CPC classification search by symbol (II) 
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CPC classification 

 Keywords or classes 

 "Concept search" 

 Prepare offline (not in Espacenet document databases) 

 Principle: 

 Find most appropriate classifications 

 Copy (into advanced search mask) 

 Refine search with keywords (do not repeat) 

 Other search terms 
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Resources 

 

http://worldwide.espacenet.com   Espacenet 

 

espacenet@epo.org    Espacenet helpdesk 
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http://worldwide.espacenet.com/
mailto:espacenet@epo.org


Resources 

 

http://worldwide.espacenet.com   Espacenet 
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http://worldwide.espacenet.com/


THE EUROPEAN PATENT 

REGISTER 

   
28 Intellectual Property Teaching Kit 



About the European Patent Register 

The European Patent Register provides free  

online access to 

 

 legal status information 

 procedural status information  

 

relating to  

 

 EP applications 

 PCT applications  

 

at the EPO during the European phase 
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Access and availability 

 Available 24/7 

 

 Secure access (https://register.epo.org) 

 

 Information available only after publication of the patent 

application 
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Additional features 

 Legal status information in the post-grant/national phase, including 
direct links to a number of national registers  
 

 Access to public correspondence between the EPO and the 
patent applicant/attorney  
 

 Direct access to the SIPO, KIPO, JPO and US file wrappers 
 

 Links to appeal decisions 
 

 Third-party observations  
 

 Links to document sources (Espacenet, Publication Server) 
 

 Possibility to follow progress of applications through different 
stages of the procedure 
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Intellectual Property Teaching Kit 

 

Information sources and tools for 

trade marks and designs 

 

 



List of tools and sources  

 Public databases 

– for trade marks 

• TMview 

• TMclass 

– for designs 

• Designview 

– for EUTMs and RCDs 

• eSearch Plus 

• EuroLocarno 

• eSearch Case Law 

 

 EUIPO Registry 

– EUTM Register 

– RCD Register 
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Searching for trade marks 

 Why search for existing trade marks? 

 

– To maintain peaceful coexistence on the market 

– To protect your own trade marks against similar marks 

 

 Why might it be difficult? 

 

– Different sources and formats 

– Different languages 

– Some signs may not be registered 
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Searching using TMview 

 All information in one search tool: 

– information from national offices, EUIPO and WIPO 

– trade marks registered at national, EU and international level 

– in many EU languages 

 

 Two search formats: 

– quick search 

– advanced search 
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TMview: quick search and advanced search functions 
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Quick Search 

Advanced 

Search 



TMview: search results 

 List of search results 

– add other preferences 

 

 Link to report sheet with all basic facts 

 

 Tab navigation system 

 

 Create alert system 

– receive updates for certain trade marks 
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TMclass 

 

 A free online tool for use in searching for and classifying goods 

and services – information which is needed when registering a 

trade mark. 

 

 The central point from which to access terms that appear in the 

classification databases of the participating offices. 
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TMclass: features  

Intellectual Property Teaching Kit 

Direct access to basic search 

Direct link to all participating 

offices – not only in EU! 

Two drop-down menus 
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TMclass: main functions 

 Search term 

 

 Verify list of terms 

 

 Translate term 

 

 Translate list of terms 
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Searching using Designview 

 Central access point for information on designs from: 

– national offices in the EU 

– EUIPO 

 

 EU-wide search 

– national designs 

– RCDs 

 

 All official EU languages 

 

 Similar to TMview 
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Designview search formats: 

“List” mode and “Gallery” mode 
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eSearch Plus 

 Integrated tool to search all EUIPO resources 

 

– Community trade marks 

– registered Community designs 

– owners 

– representatives 

– publications  

– related case law 
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https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearch/ 
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Direct access to basic search 



eSearch Plus: advanced search 
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Additional criteria 

Filters 



The EUTM Register 

 

 Different from public databases 

 

 To keep track of EUTM applications and registered EUTMs 

 

 Entries: 

– about EUTM(A) itself 

– recordals 

 

 Easily searched through the eSearch bulletin system from the 

EUIPO website 
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Extract from the eSearch bulletin System 
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The RCD Register 

 

 

 Registration of Community designs by EUIPO 

 

 Information about: 

– design itself 

– amendments 

 

 Published in eSearch Plus Design Bulletin 
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Extract from the eSearch plus Designs Bulletin 
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EuroLocarno 
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